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The hierarchical relationship between propositions in a discourse

 Most basic meaningful unit of thought within 
a hierarchy of units.
 Smallest unit that says something about 

something.

 A subject and a predicate

 Generally one main verb
 First step in propositional analysis:
 Break down the discourse into its propositions.

 If you have doubt is a series of words are a single 
proposition or two, then break it into two.
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 The move from analyzing grammar and syntax 
to analyzing referential relationships between 
propositions marks the move from 
understanding the structure toward to 
understanding the meaningof a text.

 These relationships can be grouped under three 
headings:
 Relations of dynamicity (potentials of cause-effect)
 Relations of determinateness (sharing common topic)
 Relations of coherence (connected by space, time, or 

circumstances)

 Dynamicity
They were making headway painfully (effect)

for the wind was against them (cause)

 Determinateness
Now John was clothed with camel’s hair,

and wore a leather belt around his waist.

 Coherence
And he went up on the mountain (antecedent)

and called to him those whom he desired. (subsequent)
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Dynamicity

Eng-Pur Engagement-Purpose He sawed off the branch in order to make it fall.

Mns-End Means-End By sawing off the branch, he made it fall.

Rsn-Rst Reason-Result The branch fell off because he sawed it off.

Stm-Rsp Stimulus-Response The comedian cracked a joke, and the audience 
laughed.

Qn-Ans Question-Answer The comedian asked, “Where ya’ from?” and the 
audience member answered, “Boise, Idaho.”

DI-DR

Ord-Exe Order-Execution The comedian said, “Come up here,” and the 
audience member joined him on stage.

Mtv-Exh Motivation-Exhortation The comedian said, “I need a volunteer,” join me on 
stage.

Ccs-CEx Concession-
Contraexpectation

Although he sawed off the branch, it didn’t fall.

 “Engagement” is on the “cause” side of the proposition.
 Speaks of intention, not necessarily of actual occurrence of the 

desired result.
 English test: See if you can link the two by prefixing “in order 

to” or “in order that” before the purpose proposition.
 Examples
 [Eng] I have hardened [Pharaoh’s] heart…

[Pur] that I may show these signs among them. (Exod 10:1)
 [Pur] But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority 

on earth to forgive sins…
[Eng] I say to you, rise, pick up your bed, and go home. (Mark 
2:10)

 [Eng] He told his disciples to have a boat ready for him because 
of the crowd,
[Pur] lest they crush him. (Mark 3:9)
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 “Means” is on the “cause” side, and “end” is on the “result” side.
 Is not only an intended effect, but also an actual effect reported or 

implied to have occurred.
 This must be reported or inferred from the immediate context, not 

from external context.
 Examples:
 [Mns] You have a fine way of rejecting the commandment of God

[End] in order to establish your tradition. (Mark 7:9)
 [Mns] By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin,

[End] he condemned sin in the flesh. (Rom 8:3)
 [End] He saved us

[Mns] by the washing of regeneration and by the renewal of the Holy 
Spirit. (Titus 3:5)

 Connects a cause (reason) with an actual result, but with no 
indication of intent (cf. Eng-Pur).
 English test: Result can be stated first, followed by connector like 

“because” or “for.”
 Also look for connectors like “therefore,” “insomuch,” “so that,” etc.

 Examples:
 [Rsn] Good and upright is the LORD;

[Rst] therefore he instructs sinners in the way. (Ps 25:8)
 [Rst] And they were astonished at his teaching,

[Rsn] for he taught them as one who had authority. (Mark 1:22)
 [Rst] You do not have,

[Rsn] because you do not ask. (Jas 4:2)
 [Rsn] Moved with pity,

[Rst] he stretched out his hand and touched him. (Mark 1:41)
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 Simple examples:
 [Stm] He commands even the unclean spirits,

[Rsp] and they obey him. (Mark 1:27)
 [Stm] He… began to proclaim… how much Jesus had 

done for him,
[Rsp] and everyone marveled. (Mark 5:20)

 Subdivisions of Stm-Rsp
 Question-Answer [Qn-Ans]
 Dialogue Initiator–Dialogue Response [DI-DR]
 Order-Execution [Ord-Exe]
 Motivation-Exhortation [Mtv-Exh]

 Question-Answer [Qn-Ans]
 [Qn] Jesus asked him, “What is your name?”

[Ans] He replied, “My name is Legion.” (Mark 5:9)

 [Qn] Jesus asked, “Who touched my garments?”

 [Ans] And his disciplies said to him, “You see the 
crowd pressing around you, and yet you say, ‘Who 
touched me?’” (Mark 5:30–31)

 [Qn] She went out and said to her mother, “For what 
shall I ask?”
[Ans] And she said, “The head of John the Baptist.” 
(Mark 6:24)
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 Dialogue Initiator–Dialogue Response
[DI=DR]
[DI] His disciples came to him and said, “It’s desolate 
here, and it’s late. Send them away to go into the 
countryside and villages to buy themselves something 
to eat.”
[DR] But he responded, “You give them something to 
eat.”
[DR] And they said to him, “Shall we go and buy two
hundred denarii worth of bread and give it to them to 
eat?”

 [DR] And he said to them…. (Mark 6:35ff.)

 Order-Execxution [Ord-Exe]
 [Ord] …he said to her, “Talitha cumi, which means, 

“Little girl, I say to you, arise.”
[Exe] And immediately the girl got up and began 
walking. (Mark 5:41–42)

 [Ord] He commanded them all to sit down in groups 
on the grass
[Exe] So they sat down in groups, by fifties and 
hundreds. (Mark 6:39–40)

 [Ord] Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.”
[Exe] And they called the blind man. (Mark 10:49)
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 Motivation-Exhortation
 [Mtv] My little daughter is at the point of death.

[Exh] Come and lay your hands on her…. (Mark 
5:23)

 [Exh] Work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling,
[Mtv] for it is God who works in you…. (Phil 2:12–
13)

 [Mtv] We are not of the night or of the darkness.
[Exh] So let us not sleep…. (1 Thess 5:5–6)

 The relation between cause and effect is contrary to 
expectations

 Examples:
 [Ccs] And he said to them, “Is it lawful on the Sabbath to 

do good…?
[Cex] But they were silent. (Mark 3:4)

 [Ccs] The man… begged him that he might be with him.
[Cex] But he did not permit him. (Mark 5:18)

 [Ccs] While we were enemies
[Cex] we were reconciled to God…. (Rom 5:10)

 [Ccs] She had spent all that she had,
[CEx] but was no better, but rather grew worse.  (Mark 
5:26)
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 Argumentative Relations
 Equivalence Relations
 Associative Relations

Argumentative Relations

Cnd-
Cq

Condition-
Consequence

If he saws off the branch, it will 
fall.

Grd-
Imp

Grounds-
Implication

The branch fell; hence, he must 
have sawed it off.

Et-Or Either-Or Either the branch fell off, or he 
did not saw it clear off.
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 An if… then dynamic not affirming the truth of 
either proposition.

 Examples:
 [Cnd] If a kingdom is divided against itself,

[Cq] that kingdom cannot stand. (Mark 3:24)
 [Cnd] If you knew me,

[Cq] you would know my Father also. (John 8:19)
 [Cq] …it would have been better for that man

[Cnd] if he had not been born. (reversing, Mark 14:21)
 [Cnd] Unless one is born again

[Cq] he cannot see the kingdom of God. (negative 
condition, John 3:3)

 Affirms both propositions to be true, but one is logically 
dependent upon the other.

 Examples:
 [Grd] Since… we have now been justified by his blood,

[Imp] much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of 
God. (Rom 5:9)

 [Grd] …if the world is to be judged by you,
[Imp] are you incompetent to try trivial cases? (1 Cor 6:2)

 [Grd] The end of all things is at hand;
[Imp] therefore be self-controlled and sober-minded. (1 Pet 4:7)

 [Grd] For he says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have 
mercy, I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.”
[Imp] So then it depends not on human will or exertion, but [it 
depends] on God, who has mercy. (Rom 9:15–16)
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 Either one proposition is true or the other is.
 Examples:
 [Et] Are you the one who is to come,

[Or] or shall we look for another? (Matt 11:3)
 Which is easier,

[Et] to say to the paralytic, “Your sins are forgiven,”
[Or] or to say, “Rise, take up your bed and walk”? 
(Mark 2:9)

 Is it lawful on the Sabbath\
[Et] to do good
[Or] or to do harm,
[Et] to save life,
[Or] or to kill?

Delimitational Relations: Completive

Mtx-Cmp Matrix-
Complement

He thought John was crazy.

Nom-Att Nominal-
Attribute

John presented Mary with a gift
tied with a ribbon.

Nom-ID Nominal-ID This is the gift that John gave 
Mary.

Nom-Com Nominal-
Comment

John, who fell in love with Mary, 
eventually married her.
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 Complement fills an information gap left in the 
Matrix.

 Examples:
 [Mtx] He said to him,

[Cmp] “I will; be clean.” (Mark 1:41)
 [Mtx] And he told his disciples

[Cmp] to have a boat ready for him. (Mark 3:9)
 [Mtx] It was reported

[Cmp] that he was at home. (Mark 2:1)
 [Mtx]  But that you may know

[Cmp] that the Son of Man has authority… (Mark 
2:10)

 Attribute fills information gap in the Nominal.
 Examples:

 [Nom] They brought him all
[Att] who were sick or oppressed by demons. (Mark 1:32)

 [Nom] [He] at the bread of the Presence,
[Att] which is not lawful for any but the priest. (Mark 2:26)

 [Nom] Satan immediately comes and takes away the word
[Att] that is sown in them. (Mark 4:15)
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 Nominal-ID [Nom-ID]
 ID singles out what the Nom described:
 Examples:
ǐ[Nom] This is the bread

[ID] that comes down from heaven. (John 6:50)
 Nominal-Comment [Nom-Com]
 The Com doesn’t single out, but gives information about what 

was mentioned in the Nom
 Examples:
ǐ[Nom] [God]

[Com] who had set me apart before I was born,
[Com] who called me by his grace. (Gal 1:15)
ǐ[Nom] And the great dragon was thrown down,

[Com] that ancient serpent,
[Com] who is called the devil and Satan,
[Com] the deceiver of the whole world. (Rev 12:9)

Equivalence Relations

+1 + 2 Contraction-
Amplification

He slipped away; he melted into the 
forest shadows.

+   + Positive-
Positive

I will meditate on your law; I will 
think on your statutes.

+   - - Positive –
Negation of a 
Negative

He punished them; he didn’t spare 
them.

Gen-Spc Generic-
Specific

He presented a gift; he gave her four 
horses.
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 Reiterates the same proposition, usually for emphasis.
 Examples:
 [+] For nothing is hidden except to be made manifest;

[+] nor is anything secret except to come to light. (Mark 
4:22)

 [+] With what can we compare the kingdom of God,
[+] or what parable shall we use for it? (Mark 4:30)

 [+] Vengeance is mine,
[+] I will repay. (Rom 12:9)

 [+] Already you have all you want!
[+] Already you have become rich! (1 Cor 4:8)

 [+] Charge that to my account…
[+] I will repay it. (Phlm 18–19)

 States the same proposition twice, but with some 
amplification.

 Examples:
 [+1] Those who sow in tears shall reap with shouts of joy!

[+2] He who goes out weeping, bearing the seed for 
sowing, shall come home with shouts of joy. (Ps 126:5–6)

 [+1] Here are my mother and my brothers!
[+2] For whoever does the will of God, he is my brother 
and sister and mother. (Mark 3:34–35)

 [+1] And the word of God continued to increase,
[+2] and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in 
Jerusalem,
[+3] and a great many of the priests became obedient to 
the faith. (Acts 6:7)
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 Reiterates a proposition in positive and negative forms.
 Examples:
 [--] A false witness will not go unpunished,

[+] and he who breathes out lies will perish. (Prov 19:9)
 [--] I have not come to abolish them

[+] but to fulfill them. (Matt 5:17)
 [+] If you have faith

[--] and do not doubt (Matt 21:21)
 [+] With many such parables he spoke to them….

[--] He did not speak to them without a parable. (Mark 4:33–34)
 [+] go on speaking

[--] and do not be silent. (Acts 18:9)
 [+] I am speaking the truth in Christ

[--] I am not lying (Rom 9:1)

 One statement details specifics mentioned only generally 
in the other.

 Examples:
 [Gen] Jesus rebuked him

[Spc] saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” (Mark 1:25)
 [Gen] …how much the Lord has done for you,

[Spc] and how he has had mercy on you. (Mark 5:19)
 [Gen] He came to them,

[Spc] walking on the sea (Mark 6:48)
 [Gen] And they were astonished beyond measure,

[Spc] saying, “He has done all things well.” (Mark 7:37)
 [Gen] I have not ceased to pray for you,

[Spc] asking that you be filled with the knowledge of his will 
and in all spiritual wisdom and understanding. (Col 1:9)
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Associative Relations

IV-DV Independent 
Variable–Dependent 
Variable

The harder Bill works, the more tired he 
gets.

Gtr-Lsr Greater-Lesser Professors work harder than students do. 

Std-TC Standard–
Thing Compared

Bill farms like his father.

Cr-Cr Coordination Bill bought apples and sold oranges

+  - Opposition Bill bought apples, but John bought oranges

 Expression of proportionality admitting 
various degrees of realization.

 Examples:

 [IV] The more they were oppressed,
[DV] the more they multiplied and the more they 
spread abroad. (Exod 1:12)

 [IV] The more he charged them,
[DV] the more zealously they proclaimed it. (Mark 
7:36)



10/25/2007

16

 Comparison of degree, with one fixed and the 
other dependent.

 Examples:
 [Gtr] And to love him with all the heart… is much 

more than
[Lsr] [to offer] all whole burnt offerings and 
sacrifices. (Mark 12:33)

 [Gtr] they loved the glory that comes from man 
more than
[Lsr] the glory that comes from God. (John 12:43)

 TC is the concern of the discussion, but it’s defined by 
comparison to the Std.

 Examples:
 [TC] …it was restored, healthy

[Std] like the other. (Matt 12:13)
 [TC] they did to him whatever they pleased,

[Std] as it is written of him. (Mark 9:13)
 [TC] And the disciples… found it

[Std] just as he has told them. (Mark 14:16)
 [TC] …one who in every respect has been tempted

[Std] as we are. (Heb 4:15)
 [TC] the one who doubts

[Std] is like a wave of the sea… (Jas 1:6)
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 Vague associative relation between two propositions.
 Examples:
 [Cr] Now John was clothed with camel’s hair

[Cr] and wore a leather belt around his waist
[Cr] and ate locusts and wild honey. (Mark 1:6)

 [Cr] And he healed many who were sick with various diseases,
[Cr] and cast out many demons. (Mark 1:34)

 [Cr] Jesus sternly charged him
[Cr] and sent him away at once. (Mark 1:53)

 [Cr] They were all amazed
[Cr] and glorified God (Mark 2:12)

 [Cr] Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus 
[Cr] and of the love that you have for all the saints…. (Col 1:4)

 [Cr] They walked in the way of Cain
[Cr] and abandoned themselves for the sake of gain to Balaam’s error
[Cr] and perished in Korah’s rebellion. (Jude 11)

 Two propositions in factual tension or contrast.
 Examples:
 [+] To you has been given the secret of the kingdom of 

God,
[-] but for those outside everything is in parables. (Mark 
4:11)

 [-] And it has often cast him into fire and into water, to 
deatroy him.
[+] But if you can do anyting, have compassion on us and 
help us. (Mark 9:22)

 [-] Because of the hardness of your heart he wrote you this 
commandment.
[+] But from the beginning of creation, “God made them 
male and female.” (Mark 10:5)
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 Antecedent-Subsequent [An-Sb]
 Simultaneous-Simultaneous [Sim-Sim]
 Setting Happening [Set-Hap]

 Time Setting – Happening [TSet-Hap]

 Location Setting – Happening [LSet-Hap]

 Circumstance Setting – Happening [Cset-Hap]

An-Sb Antecedent-Subsequent We talked. Later I remembered what he 
had said.

CAn-CSb Completely Antecedent –
Completely Subsequent

----------
-----------

IAn-ISb Immediately Antecedent–
Immediately Subsequent

----------
----------

Beg-PSp Beginning–Post-span |-------------

Pre-Ter Pre-span–Terminal --------------|
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Sim-Sim Simultaneous-Simultaneous He constantly talked and kept
flitting his eyes.

SAn-SSb Semi-antecedent–
Semi-subsequent

-----------
-----------

TSim-TSim Totally Simultaneous–
Totally Simultaneous

-----------
-----------

Sp-IEv Span–
Included Event

---------------------------
------

Set-Hap Setting-Happening

TSet-Hap Time Setting–
Happening

When night came,
he sawed off the branch.

LSet-Hap Location Setting–
Happening

He was in the woods; 
he sawed off the branch

CSet-Hap Circumstance Setting–
Happening

While he was in a bad mood,
he sawed off the branch.


