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The Role of the Holy Spirit in 
Hermeneutics

¨ Sometimes license for ‘spiritual’ subjectivism
¨ Reformation
¡ Sola scriptura
¡ Sola fidei

¨ Pentecostalism
¡ Sometimes has tolerated ‘prophetic’ subjectivism
¡ Generally has insisted on sola scriptura

¨ Ps 119:18
¨ Prov 2:1–6
¨ Isa 54:13, John 6:45
¨ Jer 31:33–34
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¨ Nature of Scripture
¡ The ‘Revealer’ = ‘Illuminator’
¡ Illumination ≠ Revelation

¨ Nature of Believers
¡ Illumination required (Eph 1:17–19)
¡ Illumination promised (John 14:16; 16:13)
¡ Illumination supplied
ú Mark 1:22
ú Luke 24:25–27, 33–45, cf. Isa 54:13
ú Col 2:2

¨ Conversion as a noetic fix (1 Cor 2:6–16; Col 
3:10; see John 1:9; Eph 1:17–49; Heb 6:4; 10:32)
¡ Danger of noetic nihilism (1 John 2:27)
¡ Danger of noetic hubris like ‘super-apostles’ (2 Cor 

11:5)
ú ‘Prophetic’ hubris—attributing authoritative role to 

prophetic gifts.
ú Empiricist hubris—attributing authoritative role to 

‘verifiable’ experience

¨ Prov 2:1–6
¨ 1 Cor 2:6–16


